LAW STUDY SYSTEMS

TUTORIALS

These interactive
hypotheticals
(supported by flow
charts and other
visual devices)
reinforce the
memorization of
the plain meaning
of the rules.

Annotation: Ringo Conflict Pairing

Within the portion of the Ringo conflict pairing, the boxed text confirms one of the five types of
actus reus that arise from an omission—the creation of a risk and the failure to render assistance.

Question # 1: Multiple Acts

Mr. Martin was validly arrested in his home (where he had become drunk) for an offense unrelated o
drintang. The police officers took him cutside, where he acted in a boisterous and indecent manner, He
was charged wath violating thes statute: "Any person who, while intoxcated or drunk, appears in any publc
place .. and manifests a drunken condiion by boisterous or indecent conduct ... shall, on conviction, be
fined. efc”

‘Would comicting Mr. Martin violate the voluntary act requirement?

Ringe's Omission: Actus Reus—A,
Application Discussion—The third step is to d

A New Approach to Learning the Law
and Preparing for Essay Exams

Wait a Minutel Is That Fair?

Many students, feeling that the Martin decision is unfair on policy grounds, resist applying the e as rep-
resented by the flow char and are thus unable to conclude that a ciminal offense (boxed in red) has oc-
curred
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When you are faced with a fact pattern whereby (1) more than one act must be proved, (i) one of the acts
must be voluntary, and (ill} you find ona or more voluntary acts, you must resist the tsmptation to “fight the
facts " The tool on the next screen will help you do that
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hhis interactive

simulation teaches
the skills needed to
organize, plan and
write effective
essay answers,
based upon the
IBAC model.

had been locfted. .hhn,v;ho began running a5 5000 35 he sawthe fire, makes it 10 the sidewalk across the e - it pens r.'.’:.,...;"..'.'.':.".‘..'.'.‘..:."" et
street before §eing knocked to the ground by the explosion. John, only partially conscious, crawis hrbiiLelobilodoan ek dipliomdy s cocad RN
ends up behigd a bush, shieiding him from view. Ringo, who by now has emerged from the hole flees th ::‘- ] vovd

scene in q_gl_ng_ﬂgmﬁ‘ the bush and sees John lying on the ground seriously injured but still Seen maar homp et Coerig o e
breathing] Ringo continues to run | John would have survived had he recerved medical attention prompty, but el - ta el koo
he is dead by the lime a passerby nofices him an hour later, — - Sansanian: onge e hevs ey s ot and
The marginalia {a) wisely spot the issue of mens rea, which many students overlook once they : HODRL PO

have spoited the actus reus of an cmission, and (b) anticipate a level of complexty in the mens szmmmamss Sama intus, e

rea analysis that would be difficult to organize effectively without—as we will do in the next les-
son—sketching a graphic organizer [ outline.

Below are the "A” answer reply and alternative, commeon blunder replies:

STUDY BYTES

Consisting of
Professor's Tips,
study shell outlines
(with embedded
flow charts), and
quizzes, these
synthesize the
tutorials and the
test prep module.

PROFESSOR’S TIPS:
VOLUNTARY ACT REQUIREMENT ki y

Flash Quiz: Omissions Liability

Omissions Liability — Study Outline
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How da 1 know if I'm engaging in a “bruin dump"? Stadests ofirn waste valusble tme groing
the professor everything they know about o particular rule rather thas focusing oo the parteula
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Choose © a. No, Jim is not eriminally lisble because he had no actus reus
angwer,  not cause the victim to be face-down In the water,
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